
 

 
 

May 27, 2022 
 
Ruben Meza, P.E. 
Project Manager 
Industrial and Hazardous Waste Permits Section 
Coal Combustion Residuals Program, MC-130 
Waste Permits Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
P. O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

 
RE: Monticello Steam Electric Station – CCR114 – New Registration – Technical NOD #1  

 
Dear Mr. Meza: 
On behalf of Golden Eagle Development, LLC, Gemini Engineering (Gemini) is submitting 
responses to the deficiencies identified in the CCR Registration Application to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality for the former Monticello Steam Electric Station (MOSES) 
facility. 
 
Bottom Ash Ponds (BAPs) Closure Update: The ash material from the West Ash Settling Pond 
and Southwest Ash Settling Pond has been removed and the Northeast Ash Water Retention Pond 
is over 50% complete. All three BAPs are expected to be closed by Fall 2022.   
 
Deficiency #1: This application has been assigned the registration identification number: 
CCR114. This ID number must be used when referencing this application in future 
correspondence. 
 
Response: 
We will use the new registration identification number in all future correspondence.  
 
Deficiency #2: Post the registration application, revisions, and other information required to be 
posted. 
 
Response: The registration application, revisions, and other information will be posted to the 
public website soon. The owner is in the process of upgrading the web service to allow larger files. 
 
Deficiency #3: Provide information for the B-Area Landfill (WMU 002) or explain why this area 
is not a component of the application. If is not a component the explanation may be narrated in 
Attachment #2 Description of Proposed Activities and noted in figures where the B-Area is 
depicted. 
  



Response: The B-Area Landfill (WMU 002) is currently regulated as a Class 2 non-hazardous 
industrial solid waste landfill. Per the previous owner, Luminant Generation Company, the landfill 
ceased receiving CCR waste prior to October 19, 2015 (See revised Attachment #2).  
Deficiency #4: Provide for the application to be located in a public place within Titus County. 
Currently, the Public Place listed is in Freestone County. 
 
Response: The registration application, revisions, and other information will be placed at the Titus 
County Clerk's Office, 100 West First Street, Mount Pleasant, Texas. The documents were mailed 
to the office on May 23, 2022. 
 
Deficiency #5: Revise the property owner affidavit to replace “municipal solid waste landfill 
facility” with “Coal Combustion Residuals Facility”; and remove the reference to Chapter 330. 
We have attached for your assistance a sample affidavit for your use.   
 
Response: A new affidavit was completed, signed, and attached to this letter and the original has 
been mailed to TCEQ.  
 
Deficiency #6: Revise to check the box for New Permit, Registration or Authorization (Core Data 
Form). 
 
Response: A new Core Data Form was completed, signed, and attached to this letter. 
 
Deficiency #7: Provide a landownership map and landowner list for all property and mineral 
interest ownership within ¼ quarter mile of the facility.  The ¼ mile must be from the entire 
registration boundary. 
 
Response: The landowner maps was provided in the original application. The Titus County 
Appraisers Office and their mineral rights contractor was contacted, and the mineral rights 
information is not maintained by the county or easily available. Mineral rights in relation to the 
surface ownership can be complex and requires a significant amount of research and potential high 
costs. Additionally, the registration boundary will only include an area around the bottom ash 
ponds as shown on the revised figures (Revised Attachment 6). The plant was constructed on a 
peninsula bordered on the south and east by Lake Bob Sandlin and to the west by Lake Monticello, which 
was the cooling reservoir for the coal-fired power plant. Luminant Generation Company owns Lake 
Monticello and Lake Bob Sandlin is owned by the Titus County Fresh Water Supply District. 
 
Deficiency #8: Provide maps that depict all the attributes listed in each applicable 
provision/citation and those listed in the instructions on page 6 and 7 of 13. 
 
Response: The maps and list have been updated. Additionally, the registration boundary will only 
include an area around the bottom ash ponds as shown on the revised figures (Revised Attachment 
6). There is no process flow diagram because the plant is shutdown and the BAPs are not in use; 
therefore, there are no processes.  
 
Deficiency #9: Provide documentation to verify compliance with floodplains, endangered species, 
and surface water protection requirements. 
 
Response: The floodplain, endangered species, and surface water protection requirements may not 
be relevant since two of the three ponds have the ash removed and the third pond is in the process 
of removal and expected to be closed by Fall 2022. The ash ponds have been present since the 



1980’s and the owner is not aware of any previous endangered species studies. Per Federal 
Emergency Management Agency Maps, the MOSES area has no base flood elevations determined 
(See the Deficiency #9 attachment).   
 
Deficiency #10: Provide information related to fault areas, seismic impact zones, unstable areas, 
floodplains, endangered species, surface water, wetlands, and placement above the uppermost 
aquifer, or reference where this information is located in the application. 
 
Response: The Attachment #7 in the initial application provided a Technical Memorandum which 
discusses fault areas, seismic impact zones, unstable areas, and wetlands, and placement above the 
uppermost aquifer. Floodplains, endangered species, and surface water were discussed in 
Comment #9.  

 
Please contact me at (512) 566-6878 or at a.kaiser@geministl.com if you have any questions or 
comments. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Adam Kaiser, PE 
Senior Project Engineer 
Gemini Engineering LLC 

 
 

CC: 
Golden Eagle Development 
 

 
 

mailto:a.kaiser@geministl.com


 
 Attachment #2 for Item #7 - Description of Proposed Activities or Changes to Existing Facility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The site contains three BAPs subject to CCR closure requirements, Northeast Ash Water Retention Pond 
(WMU 11), West Ash Settling Pond (WMU 12), and Southwest Ash Settling Pond (WMU 22) that 
comprise of approximately 19-acres (Figure 2). The adjacent Stormwater Collection Pond (WMU 9) is not 
subject to CCR regulations. The BAPs were built in 1974; however, they were relined in 1990 with 3-foot 
clay liners. The BAPs received recovered overflow from bottom ash dewatering bins and other MOSES 
process wastewater sources. The ponds also acted as a surge basin for various water streams in the ash-
water system. Recovered sluice water, process waters and storm water runoff from the MOSES ash-water 
system were pumped to each pond through a series of above grade pipes on the east end. The BAPs also 
served as settling basins to remove residual bottom ash and fines from recovered sluice water associated 
with the dewatering bins. Water was pumped from the SW Pond, as needed, and returned for reuse in the 
bottom ash system. When sufficient ash had accumulated in either the NE or West Ponds, the recovered 
sluice water was diverted to the other pond. Ash was then removed from the first pond and transported via 
train car to the G Ash Area. Based on the design of the BAPs, minimal accumulation of solids occurred 
within the SW Pond.  

The B-Area Landfill (WMU 002) is currently regulated as a Class 2 non-hazardous industrial solid waste 
landfill.  The landfill ceased receiving CCR waste prior to October 19, 2015. 

BOTTOM ASH PONDS CLOSURE - CLOSURE BY REMOVAL OF CCR  

The BAPS will be closed through the removal of CCR, and the closure will be performed pursuant to 40 
CFR 257.102(c). The dewatering of the BAPs started in January 2021. In 2021 and into 2022, the bottom 
ash has been removed from the SW and West Ponds. The ash removal of the NE pond has started in January 
2022 and is expected to be complete in the spring of 2022.   

The bottom ash material from the ponds has been hauled to the B-Area Landfill (WMU 002) for beneficial 
structure fill. The embankments and bottom clay liner will also be removed following the bottom ash and 
used as B-Area fill. Pipelines that are above grade will be removed from the around the impoundments. 
Underground pipelines entering the impoundments will be excavated and removed or closed in place as 
necessary for future grading.  

Upon closure completion, certification from a qualified Texas professional engineer will be provided 
verifying that closure has been completed in accordance with the closure plan. Following closure 
certification, the area will be graded to the southwest toward Lake Monticello via an existing surface water 
culvert that is currently permitted stormwater Outfall 001. Interior surface grading will provide a 3 to 5 
percent slope for drainage relief from the footprint of the former impoundments to ensure (to the maximum 
extent feasible) that post-closure run-off is conveyed off the former impoundment area. The Stormwater 
Collection Pond will be closed per Texas Risk Reduction Rule (TRRP) 30 TAC 350. 

 



Deficiency #5 (Attachment #3) – Revised Affidavit  





Deficiency #6 (Attachment #5) – Revised Core Data Form 









Deficiency #7 & 8 

Attachment #6 (Revised) for Items #20 – Figures and Attachments 
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Figure ID Owner  Address GIS Parcel ID 

1
Goldden Eagle 

Development LLC

339943, 340572, 

339981

Bottom Ash Pond Adjacent Landowners

2
LUMINANT GENERATION 

COMPANY LLC
PO BOX 219071, DALLAS TX 

75221 9071 6110

MOSES
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Deficiency #9 - I.21. Verification of Compliance 





Deficiency #10 – Revised Attachment #7 for Items #23 – Geological Summary 
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